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Almost everybody flipped, sometimes simultaneously, like these two Lasers in a windy windup to the OCR

O

lympic Classes Regatta: sunny, windy and ‘scary’
Day one of a sailing event for little singlehanded boats this
weekend was cold, gray and short on wind.
Day two Sunday was everything Saturday was not: sunny, windy
and, as Chris Raab described it, “Scary.”
It blew so hard—anemometers showed 25 to 27 knots, gusting
to 35—that several boats were blown over … off their trailers in the
parking lot.
So it was at Alamitos Bay Yacht Club’s annual Olympic
Crashes—er, Classes Regatta Saturday for Finns, Lasers and Laser
Radials, all singlehanded classes for daring people. Two red flags
signaling a gale warning flew from the harbor master’s headquarters as
the boats headed out to the course, and conditions became so rough
during the first scheduled race that principal race officer Mark Townsend
decided before it was over that there would be no more.
There were no complaints. Observers had lost count of capsizes,
most of them Lasers but also some Finns.
Vann Wilson is an ABYC member who prefers sailing his Laser Vann Wilson chases Chris Raab in Lasers; Vann won race,
in robust breeze, so he was keen for racing Sunday after finishing 7, 8, Raab won title
8 and 10 the first day.
But after winning the only Laser race in a runaway he noted, “You’ve gotta be careful what you wish for. I think I
was 10 knots over my limit.”
...continued page 10

inside

Commodore’s Comments ................................. 2
Manager’s Corner ............................................. 3
Vice Commodore’s Notes ................................. 4
Rear View .......................................................... 5
Fleet Captain’s Log ........................................... 6
Membership Report........................................... 6
Pages of History ............................................. 7-8
Junior Sailing.................................................. 8-9
Junior Perspective ............................................. 9
Manning Wrap Up ...................................... 11-12
Hails from the Fleets .................................. 13-15

save the date
Happy Hour ................................................. April 3
CISA ......................................................... April 4-7
Family Movie Night .................................... April 10
Adopt-A-Beach ........................................... April 11
Easter Brunch ........................................... April 12
Membership Meeting ................................. April 17
Manning Regatta ....................................... Mar 7-8
Club ABYC ................................................ April 24
Spring Spruce Up ...................................... April 25
Opening Day ................................................ May 2
sou’wester • april 2009 • page 1

commodore’s
comments

A

pril is here and Spring has sprung! Next month summer racing begins for just about everyone,
but the Lidos are starting this month. Go Lidos!
I had the honor of being a small part of the Olympic Classes regatta. It was crazy! Thirty knot
blasts of wind and everyone was a little nervous. As far as I can tell, nobody was hurt. I counted one
Laser doing at least 15 capsizes! I think I saw a Finn blast reaching at 15 knots, but I am not sure. I
saw a Laser do an end over end (can you say, “ENDO!”) tumble that I really did not think was possible. The bow of the boat stuck into a wave and the stern went straight, directly up over the bow. The
pilot bailed out early and escaped certain destruction by diving between the boom and the deck and
then swam under the boat to the weather side and had the boat upright and back capsized within a
minute! Fun, Fun, Fun. See the pictures on our website or in the Sou’Wester. You will know I am not exaggerating.
Thanks go out to Mark Townsend, and crew for doing a great job.
We have a lot of great things going on this month. Don’t forget about the Family Movie Night. I did not know so
many great movies were available with the “G” rating. We have Club ABYC with “Flight 6579” playing on the last Friday of
the month. Recently we put in “Wi-Fi” so you can use your laptop anywhere in or near the Club house (Jeff Merrill has
more info in his article). We are slurying and replacing some of the asphalt with “black Concrete” which I am not sure that
I understand, but we are pouring it the beginning of April where the double axel trailers tear away the blacktop. Every
Friday we have heavy apps for Happy Hour that I can easily enjoy as a meal. Spring Spruce Up is an ABYC family event
where we all get together and enjoy the camaraderie and togetherness of working on our favorite place (ABYC!) and
making her shine. All of this is free to you as a member! We are the recession busting Yacht Club. Down with the
recession! Up with the sails!
I know someone else is going to remind you of this, but just in case you do not get farther down the page, Easter
Brunch is coming up! Here is what you get for $15; fabulous brunch favorites, champagne, Ramos Fizzes, the Easter
Bunny, many photo opportunities with the Easter Bunny, egg hunt, and great family fun. At the $15 price, you should fly all
of your relatives in from out of state and you may still save money! Yea baby, bring them all in! Imagine how happy they
would be!
I have some good news and some bad news. First the bad news; Yvonne Galvez has retired from the board for
personal reasons. It is sad and we are going to miss her, but she is off to other things. Here is the good news; John
Williams is on the board and is making a difference! If you don’t already know John, please take a minute to be on familiar
terms with him. He is a dedicated soul and has really stepped up in the last few years to do a lot of good for ABYC. He has
been and continues to be instrumental in getting the yard better organized. John has taken the job of Membership Chairman very seriously and has instigated different strategies to acquire and maintain our membership. John always has a
positive outlook on life and the duties at hand. He brings a smile, fresh viewpoint, strong work ethic, and intelligence to
everything he touches. I should also state that John’s daughter Sara is cute as a button an absolute joy to be around.
Leah, John’s wife, is a Doctor and we could write a full column on her attributes and accomplishments, but this paragraph
is about John. Please know that John is another one of our great assets and I truly look forward to John’s further input on
all things ABYC related. Please wish John your best when you see him and thank him, because he really is representing
your best interests.
The interesting thing about ABYC is that it is the members that make it the place to be! Down with the recession!
Up with the sails! (I liked that one so much I put it in twice)
Never forget; GO, GO, GO ABYC!
Merle

spring
spruce up

B

ecause it’s the RIGHT thing to do!
Is the clubhouse looking a bit tattered and in need of paint? Notice that our whalers could use some love? Plants
looking a bit brown, are they? Is Patience getting tired of being so patient?
Are you looking for a way to work off that free lunch that Kelly’s making for us all? How about coming down for
Spring Spruce up the last weekend of April. Yeah, I know, it’s the same as the Ensenada (hey lets sail all night with no
wind) Race. Wouldn’t you rather be at the Club, helping out? We’ve got chores like painting the
upper railing, plenty of gardening, cleaning up the numbers in the yard and the red line around the
hoist, helping out with Patience, cleaning up the whaler, and plenty more. Figure on all the work
we can get in before we fire up the barbecue!
So, come on down, and lets spruce up our Club before showing off the ol’ gal at Opening
Day. After all, the more we as volunteers can do, the less we have to hire out, and that keeps all of
our dues down! Think of it as a stimulus packet!
Glenn Selvin, Jr. Staff Commodore
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manager’s
corner

N

either rain, nor snow, nor sleet, nor hail shall keep the postman from their appointed rounds, but
a cold steady rain and wind gust of just over 20 mph may keep the Olympic Class Regatta from
a second day of racing. Seldom have I seen inclement weather hamper one of our stellar regattas, but Mother Nature may have the upper hand on this Sunday.
We are sneaking up on April and summer is just around the corner. I must say, I enjoy the
cooler days here at the club. The recent rain has washed the yard clean, the fireplace on the 2nd deck
has a small group gathered around discussing the odds of actually racing today, and the except for the
palm trees and seagulls, you almost feel as if you were in New England.
I don’t travel much anymore, so I don’t get the opportunity to experience actual weather here in
So Cal, so I’m going to “soak this in” while it last.
There have been a few subtle changes here at the club in the first three months of 2009, primarily on the maintenance end of things. The two new containers (race committee & Jr. Program) have been outfitted with shelving, power,
and lighting, and with everybody’s cooperation, they’ll stay clean and organized. Much effort has been put into these new
units and as usual, volunteer labor made it all possible.
The first week of April you’ll notice new concrete has been poured at the turn, just before the big hoist. This is a
high traffic area that takes quite a beating from the weight of boats, trailers and mules. It’s also a turning point which adds
to the wear and tear. A “slurry” patch attempt proved ineffective, so just over 600 sq ft of reinforced concrete should do the
trick. The plan is to begin the work early Monday March 30th and be completed by Wednesday April 1st.
A shout out to Terri Bishop and John Perone for the TLC they continue to give our grounds and landscaping. A few
months back, we took control of mowing, edging and tree trimming here at the club, Terri and John insure the plants,
flowers and grass receive fertilizer and plant food when needed. The grounds should look great for our opening day in
May.
During these difficult times we are all looking for affordable options to entertainment, dining and family excursions. Look no further than your own ABYC. Collectively, the Board of Directors, Social Activity & Race Committee’s have
worked diligently to provide our members and guest with outstanding value in Friday night Happy Hours, Holiday Brunches,
and of course, world class Regattas. ALL at affordable prices.
Family Movie Night has proven to be a big home run, and our Club ABYC with Live Music and free munchies is the
hottest ticket in town. If you’re not taking advantage of these fun promotions...you’re missing the boat “so to speak”
See you at the club….
Kelly Whitlow
P.S. Come on down to the club and meet our new bartender “Mary Hoover” she’s the real deal, and loves working here
at the club...who wouldn’t?!?
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vice commodore’s
notes

H

ere’s ol’ doom and gloom again, I’ll open with a statement for shock purposes...
Beginning 1 April 2009 fines will be charged for non-compliance with yard rules and
policies regarding identification boats and trailers stored on ABYC grounds. The charge on
your bill will be $5.00 for each occurrence. Should you insist this comes as a surprise, then you have
been disregarding notices and did not read this section in the March issue of Sou’Wester as follows:
March ’09...You may also be contacted about improperly labeled trailers and boats with
ABYC registration stickers. Registration stickers are to identify boats and trailers that belong
in the yard. No registration sticker means the boat is poaching on our hospitality for free, and
will be impounded. To understand our determination for this identification policy, a $5.00 fee
for each infraction will be charged on your monthly bill.
You are asked to place the stickers and tags in such a manner as to make them visible during yard inspection.
Should you have your boat covered, please place the sticker in an open location. None of us are sufficiently clairvoyant to
locate a cleverly positioned sticker. We are rather crass and don’t much like this job anyway. Keep is simple where it can
be seen. This includes boats on multiple stacked storage trailers.
Next issue - registration
March ’09: CF numbers and current “09” boat stickers must be in place on the boat and current registration on file in the office.
The new rosters are available. It contains 4 pages under “Yard Rules” devoted to “Boat Storage”. Please reacquaint yourself with them.
OK, I trust I now have your attention and raised the hair on the back of your neck, sufficiently to receive a storm of
complaints such as:
“No fair” - - - “Wrong, Read the yard rules, they apply to us all”
“I never had to” - - - “ Yes you did, you just never got caught.”
“We never used to...” - - - “ Yes we did, we got soft, and we weren’t following the rules”
“You are singling me out” - - - “Probably, because you aren’t following the rules.”
“You’re a bunch of arrogant “so and so’s” trying to be big timers” - - - “ Well now, you may have a point there. That
absolutely must be the reason we show up weekly to inspect the yard looking for boats that are freeloading off our
hospitality paid for by each and every member through the monthly ground lease payment for this “equity member” club
facility. As I remarked at the March membership meeting: “ we must hold in perspective that we occupy land belonging to
the City of Long Beach, in the County of Los Angeles, in the sovereign State of California which retains the right to collect
personal property tax on such items they deem taxable that reside on their property. Stewardship of this club should not
allow us to be accused of permitting boats to “hide” in your yard. That’s my story and I’m sticking to it.
Now here is the fun side:
Spring is upon us and the spring winds are offering exciting sailing opportunities. There is an increasing number
of members that are working on their boats. And rightly they should. Though spring sailing can be a drifting event, it can
turn on you suddenly and blow the rigging right into an expensive fix. Also, overhaul all your safety gear and Coast Guard
required equipment. You boats with engines, bring your Fire Extinguisher up to date. Flares not expired. And, most
neglected items of all, your anchor, shackles, chain and rode. Granted we mostly just race, but don’t be the one guy that
gets dismasted and blown onto the jetty because you couldn’t set an anchor. It’s happened before.
The new Laser rack is in the final stages on completion. Now that the design is workable, a second horizontal
rack is planned. There are a number of projects that need attention by a gang of volunteers. Worn carpet Sabot dolly
bunks comes to mind.
Calendar requests for year 2010 are still being received. If your fleet is thinking at all of some kind of event, I
urge you get to me soon..
John Massey

ensenada race
update

O

kay all you PHRF and ORCA racers, get your entries in for the April 24-26 Ensenada Race. Several ABYC boats
have already entered and a number of ABYC members are involved with the race. Mark Townsend is PRO and
will be assisted on the Race Committee by a number of ABYC volunteers. The race promises a number of new fun
events in Ensenada for the racers and for their families traveling down to met them. Bus service is available for friends
and family who do not wish to drive to Ensenada, and the City of Ensenada is hosting a large fiesta on Saturday afternoon
for racers and friends. NOSA QUIZ: Can you name the two ABYC members who are past Commodores of NOSA?
Enter now and join the ABYC volunteers in Ensenada. For details go to www.nosa.org. Quiz answer: Mike
McMahon and Jim Drury.
Jerry Montgomery
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rear
view

T

hank you John Williams and his fleet of volunteers for a masterful Mid-Winters regatta. It was
smooth running, well organized and fun!
The March membership meeting was hosted by the 505 and multi-hull fleets. It was a fantastic evening with lots of great video and stories of the early Hobie catamaran days.
New member Russ Boudreau was approached and accepted the position to be our USSA
“Golden Anchor” membership chairman. If you belong to US Sailing why not renew through the club
and save on your fees? Russ is still learning how this all works and I encourage you to contact him
to make sure you are getting the good guy deal. US Sailing is our governing body and most of us who
race are members, please plan to become part of our “Golden Anchor” program if you have not yet
already done so.
I encourage you to bookmark the www.abyc.org website in your computer and check it regularly for updates,
especially the 2009 calendar. And you can now go online on your laptop at ABYC – where could you possibly find a better
view or more convenient location to surf the web? Come on down and use our free Wi-fi Internet service (more details
elsewhere in this issue of the Sou’Wester).
April Friday nights are when ABYC comes to life. We have a nice assortment of dinner menus and events planned
– here’s what is in store:
April 3rd – Happy Hour with Jesus’ Taco Bar
April 10th – Good Friday and Kelly’s Deli – this is Family Movie Night – the film rolls at 6:30 come down to see “The
Great Race”.
April 17th – General Membership Meeting – Lasagna Dinner and program provided by the –Juniors – this will be a
short meeting with a nice presentation planned by some of our Junior leaders – just in time to get everyone thinking about
the Summer Junior Sailing program!
April 24th – Club ABYC – we turn in to a nightclub and rock the Peninsula – come eat burger sliders, chili, chips and
salsa and let it all hang out (well most of it maybe).
The SAC is in full planning stages for Mother’s Day on May 11th. We need volunteer help and we absolutely need
you to make reservations if you plan to attend. Check our website for details and look for the flyers posted around the club.
Hint – please make reservations, we don’t want to turn your mother away – you’ll have to do more than clean up your room
to make up for that!. Mother’s Day will be an online reservation event – it works so well for regattas and we are getting a lot
of support from Staff Commodore Chris Ericksen to make this easy for everyone.
We have had a lot of new people sign up for our “Weekly Reader” ABYC list serve email blasts. If you haven’t
signed up yet, just send an email to abycnews@listserve.com. Special thanks to co-editor Bill McDannel (also our bar
czar) for helping to keep it fun and informative. We encourage you to let us know about upcoming events so we can help
get the word out.
“Family Movie Night” is looking more and more like a regular thing with the next movie date scheduled for April
10th. We’ll be weezing on Kelly’s Deli – a slice of heaven with assorted breads, cold cuts and cheeses, plus the other
natural accoutrements to enhance your sandwich making experience. Plus great drinks at the bar and G rated camaraderie for all. Can’t miss!
Easter Brunch is April 12th – please make your reservations by April 5th!
I’d like to personally thank Yvonne Galvez for her time on the board of directors and also welcome our newest
director, John Williams. We all know that the world is a different place and priorities and commitments may face closer
scrutiny as we all power through these difficult times. Finding some free time and using it to sail and volunteer at ABYC
is fulfilling. Think about how much joy ABYC has meant to you over the years and vow to come down more often. Renew
your use of the club, invite some friends to come along, we would love to build our membership during this lull (think of it
as sailing through a hole, we’ll get to the wind on the other side) and what better place for sailor and family to spend good
quality time forgetting about the real world? It’s spring time now and the best summer yet is right around the corner.
“ABYC is still THE place to BE”!
See you at the club.
Jeff Merrill – mobile 949.355.4950

Sou’W
ester DEADLINE
Sou’Wester
April 19, 2009 is the deadline
for the May Sou’Wester.
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fleet captain’s
log

T

he E.E. Manning Regatta was sailed on March 7&8. The Cal 20 Fleet managed this two-day
regatta. PROs Mark Townsend and Marc Schryer ran two circles. Mark Townsend ran the
outside circle and Marc Schryer ran the inside circle. The winds were light to moderate with the
competitors had big smiles after the wind got past 7-8 knots. In the past the Manning Regatta was a
relative small regatta but this year it grew. With the Manning being part of the Shadden Series, we had
42 FJ present. The Manning was attended by 117 competitors in 7 classes.
Another Traditional ABYC regatta was the Olympic Classes Regatta was held on March 21
and 22. Mark Townsend again was the PRO and the course was held off Seal Beach with trapezoid
courses the order of the day. Forty two entrants raced on Saturday in a particularly slow wind day.
Most of the sailors were parrying for more wind. Little did they know what Sunday had in store. Sunday only one race was
run and that was run inside the breakwater. There were many stories filed of the carnage but the best one was Chris Raab
in his statement that he capsized 4 times and that’s more than he has capsized in the last 5 years. Winds were a steady
25-27 knots with gusts up to 35 knots. What a day!
Thank you Mark for two regattas in one month. Also thank you to all of the volunteers for both of these regattas.
As the defender of the Walt Elliott Challenge, ABYC solicited challenges from all of the yacht clubs in the ASPBYC.
Six clubs challenged us. Two in J 105’s, one in a Beneteau 10R with a rating of 75, one J 120, one in a Cal 25, and one
in a Cal 20. After some deliberation we chose the Cal 20. The date of the event is May 9.
The fleet is generally in good shape. The whalers need some TLC but this is normal for a fleet as large as ours.
Patience is just purrrrrrrring along. We will be doing some boat cleanup for Spring Spruce up and could use your help.
We are entering our on season for regattas and summer program where we need our boats. We will need them looking
good as well as running good. Hope to see you there.
See you around the Club
Jon Robinson

membership
report

T

he month of March has seen the Club ramping up the entertainment and the fun along with some great
sailing. The Board has done lots to make sure you have an opportunity to make full use of your member
ship. During these trying economic times, ABYC is a fantastic value – come down and enjoy some time with
your “extended family!” Let’s get through it together.
This is the last month you can take advantage of the Club’s special offer to convert a Junior membership to a
Regular membership for half-price. Some of you Juniors are aging out in the next few months – it is the perfect time to get
in on the best deal. Don’t miss out. Your folks will thank you for being thrifty!
There’s something happening every Friday in April – bring a guest and let’s show people what a great value ABYC
is!
John Williams

1984 olympics
nostalgia

H

AS IT BEEN A QUARTER OF A CENTURY?
A number of our ABYC members were in
volved in some capacity in the 1984 OLYMPIC Games. All of us have fond memories of that
event and of our association with it. On Saturday,
July 18 the LA Memorial Coliseum will be having a
25th anniversary of the opening of the games. Hold
that date in your calendar. I understand that all who
were involved in the event may attend and that there
will be no cost for attending. Keep your eye out for
more information on this nostalgic and fun event.
Jerry Montgomery
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Save the Date: Satur
day May 2nd
Saturday
83rd OPENING DAY
1100 Club Championship Regatta
1300-1520 Open Boat & Fleet Hospitality
1530 Opening Ceremony
1600 Champagne and Hors d’oeuvre reception
Open Boat Hospitality

from the pages

of history

R

egular readers of this column know that our files of past SOU’WESTER copies are not complete, and that sometimes
we delve far back to find an edition from the same month. This month we found a fun one from almost forty years
ago, filled with names we still hear of people we still know.
THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS AGO:
The SOU’WESTER of April, 1971, was a mimeographed, corner-stapled sheet on regular 8-1/2"x11" paper, edited in those
days by Bob Senske, who was looking into the “feasibility of publishing the SOU’WESTER...in a new and much nicer
format” that would allow for photos and yield a “publication more representative of ABYC.” He did a chatty little column
called “From the Editor;” this one reported, among other things, that Earl Bowman, then the ABYC Port Steward, prepared
his famous Irish stew for St. Patrick’s Day and that “Helen Potter and Midge (Marshall) did a marvelous job of serving.”
There were lots of reports on racing exploits. “Raleigh Moffett is still the one to beat,” crowed Pat Marr in the
Coronado 25 fleet report, “taking another first at Midwinters.” Don Brackenbury, the Lido 14 reporter, said that Harry Wood
went to Phoenix in January and won the Arizona Yacht Club Invitational while Chuck Babcock was third. Ken Hodges was
apparently the hot hand in the National fleet, having won Turkey Day and taken second in the Chapped Cheek; top two for
the Midwinters, however, were Rod Ogilby (his third consecutive Midwinter win) and Clyde Ellerman, in that order. And the
winning C-15 at the Honest Abe Regatta was “D. Clapp, CBYC.” You don’t suppose? Nah...
“The Juniors had a most successful breakfast,” said Commodore Jerry Thompson in his “Commodore’s Comments,”
“serving over 120 people.” Jeff McDermaid and Jeff Brown did pancakes; Grant Hill and Sandy Smith took orders; Ross
Butcher, Chris Reid and David, Tina and Becky Black cleaned up tables while sister Cathy waitressed; and “Robin Lounsberry
managed a tip from her Mom and Dad for her excellent service.”
Among the events coming up in the spring were the “Second Annual Easter Brunch.” The menu included “fruit
cocktail, fresh fruit, eggs, hash browned potatoes, ham, sausage, a variety of rolls, coffee and milk;” there were Easter
baskets for the children and “Silver Gin Fizzes for the older rabbits.” The cost: $2.75 for adults and $1.75 for children
under 12. And “one of the traditional festive events of the year, honoring our Commodores, past and present,” was set for
May 15: the Commodore’s Ball.
Among the other trophy winners reported were Jeff Merrill, first in Sabot “A” at the Honest Abe Regatta; Bruce
Golison, second in Sabot “B” at the same event; Chris Marr, first in 5-0-5 at the Turnbuckle Tightener; and both Robin and
George Lounsberry, she taking third in Sabot “B” and he second in Cal 20 at the Turnbuckle Tightener...a new family joined
ABYC: owners of a Lido 14 and former members of the Purdue Sailing Club, Indianapolis Sailing Club, Fresno Yacht Club,
Corinthian Yacht Club (of Marblehead) and Pleon Yacht Club (also of Marblehead), they were Richard and Joyce Toscan...the
Board of Directors approved the construction of a 12-boat Sabot trailer that would be “completed and in use for the
upcoming summer activities”...
TWENTY YEARS AGO:
The cover of the SOU’WESTER, of April 1989, brings back somber memories: a photo of Staff Commodore Tony
Fallon and his wife Barbara. Tony and Barbara were lost in a tragic accident when the cargo door on the airliner in which
they were traveling from Hawaii to Australia blew off, leading to their being ejected from the airplane as well as several
other passengers. The center spread was of the memorial service, attended by over 500 and held on the lawn and in the
Patio at ABYC. Among the speakers were Staff Commodore Sherwood Jones, Commodore Mike McMahon and Marilyn,
ABYC Director Clif Mathias and Judy and members of Tony’s and Barbara’s families. Grant Hill read the poem, “Crossing
the Bar;” cannon were fired and the boatswains’ pipe was sounded.
But life went on: the very same weekend as the Fallon memorial, ABYC hosted the Keelboat One-Design Regatta.
Grant Hill was RC Chair and ran the races “roughly off Anaheim Landing and in the neighborhood of the Olympic ‘Bravo”
course.” For the J/24’s, it was a Worlds qualifier, so there were 28 of them; there were six Etchells and eight Cal 20’s. But
there were also five Santana 30/30’s and five Stars, both classes making their regatta debut; Don Burdge of LAYC was
tops in the Santana’s while ABYC member John Wysockey won the Star class.
“April 23rd, 1959,” tolled the first sentence of the Lido 14 fleet report. “Dwight Eisenhower was President of the
United States. The Dodgers had just begun their second season in Los Angeles at the Coliseum. You could buy an Edsel
Ranger, if you cared to,” it continued,” and the gasoline to fill it—it used ‘ethyl’—cost less than thirty cents a gallon. Adohr
would deliver milk to your door, and bread came in the Helms truck.” Why the historical paean? Because April 23, 1959,
was the day that 18 sailors gathered in the home of Dale and Marty Berkiheiser to form Lido 14 Fleet Six, and the fleet was
remembering the event. I wonder if the guy who wrote that ever stayed with it? Nah...
Ann Exley’s “From the Pages of History” featured photographic reproductions of the actual minutes of the club and
Board meetings of September, 1933: Sidney T. Exley, Jr., was elected Commodore while Richard L. Russell was elected
Vice Commodore...even more interesting, the minutes reported that Miss Marie Pohl was selected as Treasurer of the club
and Rose Pasel Secretary, this at a time when many clubs did not recognize women as independent members, let alone
elect them to positions on the Board...the minutes also report that the membership voted collectively to pay the water and
light bills; they were for $1.00 and $1.03, respectively...
...continued page 8
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m o rhistory
e

...from page 7

TEN YEARS AGO:
There has been talk from time to time as to what the collective noun to describe a group of Staff Commodores
should be: “gaggle” seems demeaning, as does “herd;” some recommend “pride,” but that seems too grandiose. In the
SOU’WESTER for April, 1999, the Etchells fleet reported used a different one when he said there was a “surfeit of Staff
Commodores” on the race committee for the Manning Regatta: in addition to Jerry Montgomery and John Weiss sharing
PRO duties on PATIENCE, there were four other Staff Commodores on board and one each in two whalers. By the way,
it was also reported that PATIENCE failed to start and had to be towed in. Could it have been? Nah...
Travel was also on the agenda for the Etchells fleet, with regattas in San Diego both past and present. The team
on DESPERADO missed the first day of racing in the February fleet race down there but managed a seventh-place finish
out of 34 boats on the line in one race on Sunday. Four teams, including Larry Harvey/Stan Gibbs, Steve Moffett with Greg
and Mary Montz and Jerry Montgomery with Bob Anderson and an unnamed third planned to race Etchells Midwinters
West along with the DESPERADO’s in March.
There was quite a crowd on hand for the Junior Movie Night in March: “21 Juniors eating pizza and watching
‘Happy Gilmore,” reported Junior Rear Commodore Mara Bell. Besides Mara, the attendees included Graham Bell, Chris
Clevenger, Dustin Delgado, Celia DeLuca, Jamie DeWolfe, Christina Feo, Grant Gunn, Steven Gunn, Ryan Hanna, Daniel
Henry, Payson Infelise, Matt Kallenberg, Elaine Long, Julianna Long, Robbie Low, Andrew McDade, Eric Morley, Michael
Oliver, Marc Schryer and Freddie Stevens. The last-named skipper was reported to have taken second place at the
Spring Gold Cup at Newport Harbor YC, and the new ping-pong table was set up in the Junior Room.
The Keel Boat Fleet “Armchair Cruise” to the Long Beach Community Playhouse was a great success, with 39
attendees for a performance of Neil Simon’s “Brighton Beach Memoirs”...Commodore Ted Flood reported in his
“Commodore’s Comments” the upcoming junior Summer Sailing Program, proceeding under the leadership of Director
Latham Bell and Committee Chairs Willie and Shauneen Bell (no relation)...Ann Exley reported in her column “From the
Pages of History” a big event in the Exley family in 1959: “the engagement of eldest daughter Susan Ann to David John
Crockett”...
Chris Ericksen, Club Historian

the bay clogger
(junior sailing)

2

009 ABYC Summer Junior Program

ABYC is proud to announce the 2009 Summer Junior Sailing Program! The award winning ABYC Junior Program
will commence this year on June 22nd and run through August 7th culminating with the Sabot Nationals the week
following the program held right here on Alamitos Bay. The Junior Program has classes designed for sailors ages
5 to 18 and all skill levels in boats including the Naples Sabot, Laser Radial, 420 and Lido 14’s.
Sign up by June 8th to avoid a late penalty and assure space in the program. Members will have first priority
before May 1st for program space while non-members who sign up early will be put in line to be first in once May 1st
passes. After that date, it is first come - first serve.
Medical consent and code of conduct forms should also be turned in when submitting your application. All of
which can be found online at www.fleetracing.net (click on the ABYC junior program link) or in the main office of ABYC.
If you have a child or know of someone that has a young potential sailor in their family who would like to be part of
the award-winning ABYC Junior Program, please pass the word around. Word of mouth is our greatest advertiser and we
are looking forward to welcoming new sailors and watching them fall in love with the sport for the first time this summer!
ABYC Juniors Sweep Manning Regatta
A sunny yet cold weekend drew out over 30 sabots to compete in the Manning Day regatta. In the A/B/Sr. fleet we
saw 20 participants and a strong ABYC showing. Young Jacob Rosenberg started the regatta off with a first place finish
and sailed a commendable six races to finish overall in third place. New to the A fleet, Steven Hopkins had a great showing
to finish in fifth place overall. The big winner of the weekend, however, was lil’ Riley Gibbs with a consistent five point total
score to win the regatta and two perpetual trophies. Other praiseworthy performances of the weekend included a third
place finish by Brian McLean in race four to end up eighth overall, two top five finishes for miss Elle Merrill and an overall
respectable performance by Davis Bakker competing in only his second A fleet regatta. Well done guys!
The C fleet brought out 16 racers ranging from C3’s to C1’s. The competition was intense among the top competitors, where we saw great performances from Nigel Lipps, John McInerny (J-Mac), Emily Golison and Ian Markowitz, all of
which were seen in the lead of a race at some point during the weekend. Ian Markowitz sealed his ticket into the B fleet by
winning the regatta with five points total and ten points separating him from second place. Good show Ian! The talented
Emily Golison came in second place with J-Mac hot on her tail in third place. Nigel Lipps finished respectably in the fourth
place. Dressed appropriately for the weather and ready to race on Sunday, Mila Bakker finished on a high note with a
second place finish in race six, and our dynamic C2 trio, consisting of Peter Bishop, Alan Peoples, and Bradley Clinton all
had a strong showing racing against the C1’s. We saw excellent perseverance and dedication by our two C3 competitor’s,
...continued next page
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Lauren Thompson and Elle Jones, both braving the cool weather and rough conditions to sail their way through a challenging but rewarding weekend. Great job girls, way to tough it out!
Hometown heroes Jack Jorgensen and Samantha Gebb showed everyone how it is done by finishing 2nd overall
with only 15 points total! Our other FJ representatives included Marissa Golison/Morgan Mathews and Matt McDermaid.
It was great to have a fleet representing ABYC in the FJ fleet and we look forward to seeing that more in the future!
A big congratulations to all the ABYC juniors who competed in Manning Regatta, well done!
written by Sarah Ryan
Spring Gold Cup & Olympic Classes Regatta Get Blown Out!
What was a reasonably mellow regatta on Saturday, March 21st for both the Junior Sabot fleet (down in Newport for
the Spring Gold Cup) and the Junior Laser crew (up at ABYC for the Olympic Classes Regatta), turned into survival sailing
on Sunday, March 22nd. While down in Newport, the C fleeters got lucky and stayed on the dock Sunday, the A’s and B’s
attempted a start. What resulted was reminiscent of a yard sale as bailers and sandals could
be spotted floating all over the bay. Parents frowned at the thought of having to go buy more
replacements and eventually due to too much wind, all the sabots remaining upright were
sent in for the remainder of the day.
Fortunately some of our sailors had a very good first day of the regatta with Rob Rice
picking up a 4th place in the A fleet while Steven Hopkins (who has been on fire lately) picked
up a 7th overall. In the C2 fleet we saw newbie Bradley Clinton start off slow with a high
numbered finish and then consistently place in the top 5 to finish eventually in 5th place
overall and take home his first C2 trophy.
While those students collected their trophies, the participants of the Olympic Classes
Regatta went out sailing in what some reports say were gusts into the 40 mph range. It didn’t
start out that windy however and our three junior sailors went out to give it their best. Alas,
their best was not enough for the demolishing winds and waves that were seen in Long
Beach. Jack Jorgensen had his boom fall off before the first race while Kevin Baumann
attempted to sail a race as the lone Radial sailor left on the line. After capsizing numerous
times and realizing his only competition was the wind, he decided to throw in the towel.
Meanwhile, Morgan Mathews who had made the jump to full rig Lasers for this regatta actu- Bradley Clinton with C2 5th place
trophy in Spring Gold Cup
ally made it close to the windward mark by letting his sail out nearly all the way and hiking as
hard as he could, but eventually he too was overcome by the increasingly stronger breeze.
After that, the fleet started dropping like flies until only 6 sailors remained to finish the race from the Laser fleet. It was a
sight to behold as the wind picked Lasers off at random. The best of the best sailed with their sails out half way to try and
maintain control. In the end, it was a scary but fun experience and even in the midst of the howling wind, you could hear
the occasional “woo-hoo!!!” coming from a planning Laser sailor.
Jack Jorgensen and Kevin Baumann kept their places from the first day finishing in 1st and 3rd respectively while
Morgan Mathews dropped only one spot to 9th overall. Great job to all who braved the howling winds!
Brad Schaupeter, ABYC Junior Sailing Director

a junior
perspective
Each month Marc Schryer invites a Junior sailor to write something for the So’wester...this month he selected Stephen Hopkins a 14year old Sabot sailor.

T

he Manning Regatta is a fun event to sail in a Sabot. One reason it is fun is that you get to sail in a group with other
classes. You could end up sailing against your own parent or a coach if you are an “A” or “B” sailor because the
Naples Sabot Fleet consists of Senior’s, “A’s,” and “B’s.” The other Sabot start is the “C” fleet (C1’s, C2’s, and C3’s).
Once again I am writing about my perspective of the Manning Regatta. Last year, I was only a “B” sailor and I was
very excited to be up there with the “A’s” and I got 4th place. This year was quite different because I am now an “A” sailor
and expected to do well, and let me tell you, there are also a lot of others who expect to do well, and they did! This should
have been called the Riley Gibbs Regatta because he smoked everyone, getting 1st place over all with only 5 points. That
is 5 bullets with a 4th place throw-out. The other sailor, who won the first race, on Saturday, was Jacob Rosenberg and he
was another force to be reckoned with coming in third over all with 20 points. I took fifth in this regatta but was lucky to get
that because on the first day Dr. Jeff McDermaid, and Elle Merrill were in front of me in the standings and who knows what
would have happened if they had sailed on Sunday because they were sailing very well on Saturday. They didn’t even
come in last when they missed a whole day. There also was a lot of participation from San Diego this year.
Even though I wasn’t in the mix of the “C” fleet, I did notice during trophy time that we, (ABYC), got four out of five
trophies with Ian Markowitz 1st, Emily Golison 2nd, John McInerney 3rd, and Nigel Lipps taking the 4th. Over all it was a
very, fun regatta!
Thanks for asking me,
Steven Hopkins
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Raab, another local, hung onto his first-day lead achieved with a 3-1-2-1 afternoon by finishing fourth despite
capsizing four times. But, like the others, each time he muscled his boat upright from the cold water and kept on sailing.
“I haven’t flipped four times in the last five years,” he
said. “Every time you flip it takes a lot out of you.”
Actually, he would have won without sailing at all
because after five races he was allowed to discard his worst
finish, and that was the only one sailed Sunday. Several others
considered the conditions and took the bailout. Of the 43 boats
entered in three classes, only 21 ventured out into the
elements Sunday.
Wise move. Even after Townsend noticed the breeze
building from the west and moved the race course inside the
breakwater from its previous location in the open ocean off
Seal Beach, the competitors found seas building to short
series of waves with troughs 10 feet deep.
Another successful heavy weather exception
alongside Wilson was veteran Finn sailor Darrell Peck, 44,
of Gresham, Ore., to whom wind light or wild didn’t seem to
matter—or so it appeared. He won four of the five races,
including Sunday’s.
Darrell Peck surfs around the windward mark in Finn victory

“It was awesome,” Peck said. “A lot of fun.”
But he also filled his boat with water by slamming into
a wave and described the adrenaline rush of surfing a humble
Finn downwind over a course of whitecaps.
“It feels like you’re going 200 m.p.h. on a go-kart
because you’re out of control,” he said. “I was hollering like a
cowboy. I’ve been coming to this event for a long time, and it’s
always a lot of fun.”
One of his rivals was Keith Ives, a local veteran of
sailing various larger boats, including Bob Lane’s Andrews 63
Medicine Man that raced from Los Angeles to Tahiti last
summer. Ives was racing a Finn for the first time, and what an
introduction it was.
“We never saw 25 knots going to Tahiti,” he said. “I
flipped twice. I was just trying to stay alive today.”
Rich Roberts, richsail@earthlink.net
PRO Mark Townsend calls back early starters in Finn class

Jorge Suarez goes down, but not for the count

Saturday was better for fishing
...continued next page
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Lasers rounding a mark
It was a lonely battle for many

manning
wrap up

Rich Roberts photos
underthesunphotos.com

CFJs descend on the leeward gate on Day 2 of the 74-year-old E.E. Manning Regatta Sunday

Y

outh triumphs big-time at E.E. Manning Regatta
For the young and restless, what better outlet for their energy
than thrashing around in little boats?
Most of their elders took backseats in the Southern California
Yachting Association’s annual E.E. Manning Regatta organized and
hosted by Alamitos Bay Yacht Club Saturday and Sunday. The event
dates to 1935, a time to which none of the major winners could possibly
relate.
Freckle-faced Riley Gibbs of ABYC, all of 12, won the 20-boat
Naples Sabot-A class where upstarts raced rivals of all ages and swept
the top trophies. The runnerup was Soenke Jordan, 9, of San Diego’s
Mission Bay YC, followed by Jacob Rosenberg, 10, of ABYC.
Nevin Snow and crew Marly Isler of San Diego, each 15, won
the 41-boat CFJ fleet, but couldn’t prevent Chris Segerblom, 16, and
crew Kayla McComb, 17, from finishing third—good enough to claim
overall victory in the four-event Shadden Series for Southern
Californians.

Nevin Snow and Marly Isler, each 15, were clear winners in
CFJs
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Segerblom and McComb had won other series stops at San Diego and Newport Beach. The complete final results
will be posted on the SCYYRA website.
And nobody threatened the big lead established on Day 1 by
Chris Barnard, 17, of Newport Beach, who won the last race
for a final log of 3-1-1-(5)-2-1. He will represent the U.S. in the
Laser Radial class in the 39th Volvo Youth Sailing ISAF World
Championship at Buzios, Brazil July 9-18.
There were 171 sailors on 120 boats in seven classes.
Other winners: Ian Markowitz of Los Angeles in Sabot
C for beginner racers; Erik Bakker, Long Beach, in Lido 14s;
Andrew MacLean, Rossmoor, in Laser Radials, and ABYC’s
own Olympic silver medalists, Pease and Jay Glaser, sailing
their F/18 catamaran to four wins in six races in the mixed
Portsmouth handicap fleet.
The southwest sea breeze of Saturday didn’t return
Sunday, but a steady
southerly reaching 11
knots kept the racing
A seagull on the mark and dogs on the beach watch the Glasers
rolling and occasionally
the catamaran hulls flying.
Gibbs, the son of veteran ocean and fleet racer Stan Gibbs, scored minimum
points. After an opening fourth place, which he was able to discard, he won the last
five races over the two days, most by comfortable margins and the last despite sailing
extra distance toward a wrong mark in the last race.
He qualified for the Sabot A class three years ago and finished second to
veteran Mark Gaudio—who wasn’t here—in the Nationals last year.
The Sabots sailed on the small inside bay surrounded by multi-level waterfront
housing where the moderate southern breeze favored the left side of the course. ‘
Gibbs said, “I was just watching the course for [wind] shifts and trying to go to
the left. I stuck to the middle [Saturday]. I’d watch who was [starting at] the pin, and if
they came out good I’d make sure they didn’t get far away.”
Was this the best victory of his emerging sailing career?
“Yep.”
Gibbs also collected SCYA’s Skimmer Trophy as winner of the second largest
fleet, as well as the Kober Perpetual for winning the Sabots.
Riley Gibbs, 12, likes what he sees on the
Nevin and Isler won the E.E. Manning Cup for their six-point win in the largest
Naples Sabot scorecard
fleet, the CFJs. Both are offspring of accomplished world-class sailors; Nevin’s parents
are sailmaker Chris Snow and Mary Brigden Snow, the first collegiate
sailing all-American at the U.S. Naval Academy, while Isler is the older
daughter of JJ and Peter Isler.
The only surprise was their 11th place in Race 5, which was their
throwout amid a string of 1-2-1-3-(11)-2 finishes.
“We got stuck in the middle of the first beat,” Nevin said, smiling,
“and we didn’t get a [wind] shift at the top [of the leg].”
It was only the second time they had sailed together, and Isler
said, “I learned a lot. We were able to sail in a lot of different conditions.”
She also confessed getting away with a lapse on Day 1.
“We thought we’d be finishing downwind, so we started to put the
spinnaker down,” she said. “At the time we were in second place, but we
put it back up, caught the boat in front and won the race.”
For her, the victory was about as good as her Christmas present:
a lively 29er skiff, which she has started sailing with Cooper Dressler as
crew.
Rich Roberts, richsail@earthlink.net

ABYC’s Marissa Golison
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e have a new, improved WI-FI service that has been upgraded and installed at the club!
Next time you come down bring your laptop and give it a try. We have boosted our service so that you should be
able to get a good connection throughout our building and lawn areas (you may even get reasonable reception
in the parking lot, but the rest of the yard will be marginal).
This is a free service that we hope will add a lot of convenience to our members and guests.
Please be aware that this is a password accessed internet address so stop by the office to get the latest password.
As with any new application we expect a bit of a learning curve and want to help smooth out any wrinkles. The system is
still being tested and we value your input and comments.
Drop down, log in and let your fingers do the talking…
Jeff Merrill

protest
secretary

P

ROTEST – PROTEST – PROTEST
With the new rules now in effect, the protest committee expects more protests than we had under the old rules.
Therefore, the need for a protest secretary is great. We would like to have several people volunteer to take on the
duty of protest secretary working with the protest committee. This would help the sailors and the scorers to get the results
more quickly. You would not have to commit to all regattas, but we would like a group available from which to draw. This
position would only be needed after racing has concluded.
Please contact Margaret Caddle for more information on this position.

long beach
race week

R

ANDOM LEG: RACING BEYOND THE BUOYS AT LONG BEACH RACE WEEK
Is buoy racing getting boring? Want a final offshore shakedown for Transpac? Race in
Random Leg PHRF class at Acura presents Ullman Sails Long Beach Race Week June
26-28. Sign up early online and save $50 http: //www.lbrw.org.

hails from

the fleets

T

he 2009 SCYA Midwinter Regatta—well,
Saturday, anyway—was the first of the
2009 Etchells Fleet Championship
Series, and six Etchells were on hand. Tom Corkett is the
early leader, finishing no lower than second in the series,
with Ed Feo lying in second place. Also sailing and finishing
in this order were Fleet Captain Rich Vaught, Jerry Montgomery,
the Don
Burdge/
J i m Bruce Golison, Steve Flam (#1285) and Jud Smith
B a r b e r / finishing first and second in a race (Jaguar Series)
J e f f
Newsome
team in SPIRIT and Jeff Powell and Gordon Dudley.
The big news on the Etchells front for February, however,
was the third-place finish of the team of Bruce Golison and Steve
Flam at the Jaguar Series in Florida. Sailing with Steve Erickson,
the team led after the second race of the series before finishing
behind former World Champion Jud Smith. Congratulations to Steve
and Bruce, the top finishing non-professional team in this prestigious
and star-studded field.
Bruce Golison, Steve Flam and crew Steve
Chris Ericksen
Erickson (Jaguar series)
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he Manning Regatta is the first race awarding points toward the 2009 ABYC La
ser Fleet Championship. Resuming his winning ways in the 2008 ABYC Laser
Radial Fleet Championship, Chris Barnard, hailing from both Alamitos Bay and
Newport Harbor Yacht Clubs prevailed winning his class.
The Manning Regatta Official Press Officer, Rich Roberts, interviewed Chris
following the first day of racing and filed this report:
“It was kind of my first time sailing against the older guys in full rig [Lasers],” said Barnard who, two months ago on
the same waters, won the right to sail a lighter powered Laser Radial for the U.S. in the 39th Volvo Youth Sailing ISAF
World Championship at Buzios, Brazil July 9-18.
Barnard scored finishes of 3-1-1 as a cool, brisk southwest sea breeze built from 8 to 13 knots through the clear
65-degree afternoon on the outer Long Beach Harbor.
“It was my conditions,” said Barnard, who at 165 pounds is 10 to 15 under the ideal weight for a Laser. “It was just
on the verge of getting unmanageable. It’s only the second time I’ve sailed a full rig, and I know I’ll have to step up to that
eventually. It’s a little different. Downwind you power up so it’s easier to accelerate over the waves.
I really enjoyed sailing with those older guys. It’s a privilege.”
One of the older guys, ABYC member Chris Raab, a former Laser Masters National Champion, said of Barnard,
“He’s trained really hard. He’ll represent the U.S. well at the Youth Worlds.”
Competition was tight in three windward-leeward
races the first day. Mark roundings were crowded and boats
frequently finished overlapped. Chris was comfortably in
the lead after the first day with Julian Soto standing in second and some of those “older guys” following in order; Peter Drasnin from Westlake YC, and from ABYC, Chuck Tripp
and Vann Wilson filling out the top five.
The brisk breeze of Saturday abated somewhat on
Sunday but Chris Barnard was not deterred in his grasp of
the lead. Coming back from seventh place on Saturday,
ABYC’s Cameron Summers put together a first, third and
second Sunday to finish the regatta in second place. Julian
dropped one slot to third, while ABYC’s Chris Raab raced
smartly to advance from a ninth place Saturday to finish
fourth overall, while Peter Drasnin tied with Chuck Tripp
for fourth/fifth. Other ABYC members following in order were;
Jim Kirk, Vann Wilson, new member Garrett Brown, Jorge
Suarez, your author and Jay Golison.
In the small Radial fleet, three ABYC members
mixed it up, with each competitor winning at least one race
over the weekend. Andrew MacLean prevailed, leading
both days with Kevin Bauman and Dugan Farrell close
behind.
Laser start - Manning Regatta
With two regattas in the books, here are the standings for
our 2009 ABYC Laser Fleet Championship series. If you’re
looking at the attached spreadsheet for the first time and wondering how the scores are calculated, here’s a link to our
January Newsletter with an explanation: http://www.fleetracing.net/newsletter.cfm?fleet_id=15&id=112
Please remember, our next “scored event” is the ABYC Memorial Day Regatta and the ABYC Laser Fleet is
charged with conducting the event. Therefore, NO PLACE POINTS will be awarded to ABYC Laser racers as we will be
on-shore and on the water conducting the races for our fellow ABYC members and guests. As we will be soliciting your
participation in running the races, it’s not too early to let me know you are available and what you’d like to do. Besides, all
ABYC Laser Fleet members volunteering to run the Memorial Day Regatta will be awarded 20 “Participation Points”
towards the Fleet Championship.
See you at ABYC,
Steve Smith, ABYC Laser Fleet Co-Captain
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he ABYC F18 fleet traveled to Mis
sion Bay Yacht Club to compete
in the Area J Eliminations for the
US Multihull Championship for the Hobie
Alter Cup March 21 and 22. ABYC was well represented
by Pease and Jay Glaser, Pete and James Melvin, and
John Williams in the F18 fleet, and Jeff Newsome in the
A-cat fleet. All our teams sailed well, but it was MBYC’s
Brandon Wallace and James Gumpel who took home the
Area J perpetual trophy, with Pease and Jay Glaser taking home the Silver. With a strong second-place finish,
the Glasers have a very good chance of being selected to
represent Area J and ABYC at the 2010 Championship.
The ABYC multihull fleet also co-hosted the wellattended General Membership meeting in March along
with the 505s. Dinner was terrific and Jeff Newsome presented an entertaining program that featured Dave Kofahl
and Pat McCormick sharing stories from their long catamaran careers, and video presentations of the Hobie 40th
anniversary regatta and the Formula 18 North American
Championship.
John Williams

KEEL BOAT FLEET ON WATCH

W

ow, John Massey Jr. was
great.Nothing beats a professional who really knows his
craft.We were all tapping our toes from start to finish.
That had to be the highlight of the Keel Boat’s entertainment for the year.
The Spring Cruise to Shoreline Yacht Club is
Friday, April 24th. This is always a fun cruise and you can
come by car or boat. If coming by boat contact Bobbie or
Vern Peterson, who are in charge of the cruise, and they
will arrange a slip at Shoreline Yacht Club. The itinerary
is dockside cocktails starting at 1630 with dinner at
Shoreline Yacht Club to follow. Bring your libation and a
small hors d’oeuvre to share. Bobbie and Don Hodges
will bring Bobbie’s boat ‘Dixie’ for the host boat as they
have generously done in the past.
Friday, May 8th, is the last meeting of the 20082009 Keel Boat Fleet year. The Fleet normally is dormant during the summer to allow members to cruise.
The meeting will be highlighted by games instead of the
normal speaker. Cocktails will start at 1800 with the
games starting at 1845 and dinner at 1930. We will still
have potluck so please bring a serving spoon along with
your contribution.
George C.

W

e had the most beautiful
day of sailing for our
March race. The wind
was perfect, the sun was shining
and we had a good turnout of Senior Sabots to race. We
had 10 boats on the line for each race. There was enough
to divide the sailors into an A and B class. Our race committee, consisting of John McNaughton, Jinx Ellis, Joe
Riddick and Don Wilson, ran off three races without a
hitch.
We had to run interference with a fishing boat
that decided to drift across the line just as we were all
finishing. In the process both John Ellis and Lorraine
Perone ended up tangled in fishing line. John ever did
the fisherman a favor and returned the fish that was attached to the line tangled around his leeboard. The fisherman said he had the right of way since he was drifting
with his motor off.
In the A class, Bob Ware was unstoppable in first
place. Sheila Eberly was able to hold on for a second
place, and John Ellis was third place with special recognition for catching a fisherman and his fish.
In the B class Steve Kuritz was the winner with
Mike Baumann in second. Lorraine Peron had special
mention for reeling in a fisherman. And it was great to
see Betty Baumann out racing with us also.
Hope to see you all out again for our April race
on Sunday, April 19.
Maggie Caddle gave us all a review of the most
important new rule 18, followed by questions and answers.
We also discussed upcoming races and meetings. The
Keelboat fleet invited us to a party at Shoreline Yacht Club
on April 24. Talk to Vern for more information. We enjoyed a delicious dinner prepared by Jesus.
Hope to see you all in April.
Sheila Eberly

A

ll ABYC members and guests
are invited to join the RC (Re
mote Control) Fleet racing at
5:00 p.m. each Friday at ABYC! Many
of you have purchased the Nirvana II class sailboat, and
now it’s time to join in the fun.
The RC Fleet returned to Friday night racing for
the “March ’09 Series”. The series included three Friday
night “happy hour” race events on 3/13, 3/20, and 3/27.
At the time this article was due, the March point leaders
(after the first two events on 3/13 & 3/20) were as follows: Damon Kunkle (5 points), Keith Ives (6 points), Dan
DeLave (7 points), Jeff Ives (7 points), Don Shirley (7
points), Annie Sjoberg-Kunkle (9 points), and Jon
Robinson (11 points). The “March ’09 Series” winner was
announced at the end of racing on 3/27.
RC Fleet racing continues with the “April ’09 Series” beginning at 5:00 p.m. each Friday night. Racing
occurs at the ABYC launch ramp. Come join the fun,
and let’s go “Racin’ in the Basin”!
Damon Kunkle, RC Fleet Captain
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easter
brunch

April 12th

Sunday May 12th

Brunch - 10:00 to 1:00
Photos with Bunny - 11:00
Egg Hunt - 11:30
Call club for reservations by April 5th to
receive reduced rate (562) 434-9955

Opening Day Open Boat Round-Up
Dear Members,
Opening Day is just around the corner and one of the best parts of the day is our Open Boat
Program. We dress-up Basin 5 & the dry storage area surrounding the basin with our best and brightest sailboats to show off to visiting members of other yacht clubs. But the best part is that it isn’t just
for them, it’s for all ABYC members! So I hope you’ll bring your boat to ABYC, put out some flags and
snacks and welcome everyone aboard! If you can’t bring your boat, at least stop by to see your friends
and enjoy the Opening Day activities.
It’s easy to sign-up, just use the sign-up sheet inserted in this month’s Sou Wester and return it
to the office to my attention as soon as possible so we can make room for all the boats in the Basin. Oh,
and I’ll continue to send out reminder announcements until YOUR boat is signed up!
IMPORTANT! Please take note that the both the large and small hoists will be CLOSED from noon
on Friday May 1 continuing through Sunday morning May 3.
Give me a call or send an email if you need more details right now!
Nicole Peoples, (562) 225-6656, npeoples@att.net

long beach
race week
WANT TO SEE RACE WEEK ACTION CLOSE UP: VOLUNTEER
Interested in participating in the West Coast’s largest regatta? Consider
becoming a LBRW volunteer. Join over 100 dedicated volunteers from ABYC and
LBYC who staff various committees that make race week such a success.
Contact anyone on the organizing committee; Glenn Selvin, Bobby Frazier,
Ken Reiff, Mark or Robin Townsend, Sandy Toscan, Jennifer Kuritz.
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